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Rosalie Pattenden
and Julie Houghton

PLANNINGa wedding
requires superhuman
etrort and a good survival

pIan to help you get the most
out ofone ofthe biggest events
ofyour life.

Anyone who thinks a big
wedding can be organised with
no frustration, cross words or
feelings ofbeing overwhelmed
needs a realitycheek. .

There are bound to be
hiccups. The bride's mother
fancies the bigwhite wedding
with six bridesmaidS; the
groom's people want to book St
Paul's Cathedral and have 300
guests, but the couple wants a
simpleweddingfor 50 inAunty
Flo's gorgeous cottage garden.

How can a bride and groom
minimise the hassles?

Parents' feelings need to be
consideredbecause a wedding
is a symbol for parents that
their job ofparentinghas had a
successtul conclusion- they
are handing over the bride and
groom to each other's care in
the eresence ortriends and
family.

There willbe ditrerent
opinions about what sort of
wedding they should have,
which relatives should be
invited, how many orthe
couple's friends can be
included and howmanywill be
in the weddingparty.

The key to managing these
obstacles is to allow everyone
to express an opinion and to
listen to them aIL .Ibis isn't the
same as agreeingwith their
points ofview,but tamiIy
members will feel less
aggrieved iftheirviews have
been considered and changes
explained.

Work out a list ofnearest and
dearestwho will attend the
wedding, anda list oUhose you
are unable to accommodate.
Ten the latteryouw0'!1d love to
have them at the oMcial
reception,but ftnances and
numbers make it impossible.

Consider asking them to join
you at a ditrerent celebratory
function, such as a barbeeue
before the bigday. Usually
they'll understand and you can
celebratewith everyonewho
wishes to be there.

Ofcourse, ifyou are~ucky
enough to belong to family.
whose members refuse to l;iSten
to anythingother than~ell'
own opinions, youwillJust have
to tryyour best, then pianwhat
you bothwant.

ThaDktuUY, most couples
arrive at thewedding daywith
everyonewantingit to be a
success for the most important
people: thebride and groom.
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\ Survival tips
• Allow everyone to expre~ ~n

opinion, so they ~now thelf Ideas
have been taken IOtO account.

• listening to people's opinions is
not the same as agreeing with
them. You won't be able to p'lease
everybody and in the end W!It.
have to make your own deCiSIOns.

• If you can't have evell~ne to the +
wedding, plan an additIOnal
function to celebrate it.


