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WE ALL know the line about
men being from Mars and
women. from Venus.. There

are gender di1Ierences in how· we
think and ·behave,. andeven,jn
what',we. value.. ~ '. . . '...:.. '.
.But because we all live on Earth

arid choose to form intimate 'reia~
tioriships together, it is important· .
that we learn to understand and
manage the differences.. .' ..... . .

Ifwe take the archetypal womail
first - Eve - she would· say the
most important thing for. her fu. a
relationship was' to feel lOved and
connected to her partner,

Ask Adam the same' question
and he might say he needed to feel
respected and appreciated.

Eve connects to people she cares
about by talking and .knowing
what the other thinks; feels and
does, and by sharing her oWn
experiences with them.

Adam believes actions speak
louder than words, and otten has
limited tolerance for talking.

There are probably a lot of
Adams out there who inwardly (or
audibly, if they are brave enough)
groan when Eve says the words that
strike fear in the average Aussie
male's heart: "We need to talk"

But Adam needs to realise talk-

ing is important to Eve, and he
needs to do enough talking with
her for her to feel connected.

But Eve must also reause she
can't rely totally on Adam to
supply all her talking needs; she
needs to call a girlfriend for a chat,
rather than expect Adam to be all
things to her.

However, if men stop talking to
their women, and don't bother to
share news ab0!lt their respective

days, a women will feel she is losing
her connection with him, and Will
work incredibly hard at tryirig to
let him know what issues need to
be addressed in their everyday
lives, their family and their
relationship, which he may see as
nagging.

But men need to realise that it is
when she stops trying to communi­
cate that· the relationship is in
trouble. In 65 per cent ofsepara-

tion cases, it's the woman who
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relationShip .with'AdaID:' 'shi(iS
happy to havesex,But'Adafuotteil
needs sex as a"wayto establish
closeness with Eve. They are both
aimingi.at the. same. end <result;
emotional intirilacY,':Dut: thefr
paths to it can b~'verY'im'rererit;.' ".

". But a word ofwammgfdr'E}vEdr
sheclecicies:to totallY coiltrp~:th~fr
sex life bY :Withholding it; slie:.!.:ii.ay'·
be'settIrigAda.ni,.too high atEi8t of'
theirrhohoganious' relationship.
They, need to do some serious
negotiation •sO l:totlipartners"get '.
somethingofwh~t:they.want; ..· ':

Meri otten worrYtliilt'women:are
never 'satisfied witli,,·.'what they
have,and their longlist'of jobs to
be done .around· thenouse can
seem overwhelming.

What they need to remember is
that women are not usually looking
for big. gestures, but are happy

e Men'and .women hav.e different .
approacl1ei'tinelalloils'hljis-;but'
they canJlnd c:ommon ground;

eSeliig;illnerent Isn't,wrong. Ws .'
valuable:,andachall'nge. :< .

e AChlevingail~~~ceptabie.barance of
whate8ch:partnerneeds'ls the key.

with a series of small ones.A~;
nower picked from the garden may .
impress as mUch as. a large bunch
from the: nO:rist. ". . . ......

Men; on the.other hand, think in
terms of big gestures..If he works
long days, he:feels he' has done'· a
huge thing. by: being a go'od pro­
vider for the family; and expects
appreciation for this; whUeshe has
been working,beforej:urining the
kids around to. tennis,: then.cook-
ing dinner. . ".: ...

Both corttributicinS are impor"
tant and each ,partrierneeds:to
give credit, to the other for. the
effort: they put :into the 'relation-.
ship,rather than' turn it into a
game of one-upmanship. Th!l~:s
defiriitely a romance. killer. . . 'd'!i" .'
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