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The day to save a fine romance
Rosalie Pattenden
and Julie Houghton

ON MONDAY, the nation will
be divided into two groups ­
those who love the idea of

Valentine's Day and those who
couldn't care less about it.

But what happens when' 'a "
member of the "I Love Valentine's

, Day" set happens to be the part­
ner of a person from the "What a
Load of American Rubbish"
group?

Your way of coping with this
ditrerence of opinion coUld make
or break a developing romance.

Let's face it, Valentine's Day is
more important to the romantics
among us, the people who like
little rituals and who put great
store by celebrating birthdays,
wrapping presents and surprising
people. '

The trouble is that these
thoughtful people set such a high
standard for'the rest of us, and if
yc,u don't think like this, the
re'mantics can feel that their part­
ners just don't care about them.

There are a couple of ways of
dealing with this. If a romantic is
cursed with someone who has a
blank in the space of the brain
labelled romance, just accept that
the chance of him or her latching
on to the Valentine's Day thing is

about as likely as John Wayne
having starred in a chick flick.

At least you can be spared the
disappointment of expecting a
Valentine's 'Day celebration that
doesn't happen.

But if you are a non-romantic
who has a romantic partner, you
have a chance to get yourself a lot
of relationship brownie points.
Though' you think it's a load of

doesn't have to be expensive.
Certainly, if you have the money,
there's nothing wrong with a hot­
air balloon tllght over Melbourne
or a night away in a swish hotel.

But simple celebrations such as
a picnic with a bottle <if
champagne on the banks of the
yarra on a warm evening can be
just as special. ,

And ifyour romantic partner is a
young mum and there are three
children under four, perhaps a nice
box of chocolates, a liqueur and
good co~ee'once you have the
little ones in bed can be a lovely ,

, romantic gesture. ' '
Ifyou are a romantic who knows

'your partner will never think of
doing anything like this, and it's
important to you, you have to let
your partner know that you would
really like some recognition on
Valentine's Day.

Beware of bemg too subtle here,
. because partners don't always

. pickup hints. , .
. Give them a list of, acceptable

codswallop,.wouldn't it bea brtlli- gifts - perhaps a little something
ant surprise to plan a Valentine's fi-om a jeweller's shop for her or a
Day celebration that will take your gUt from, a hardware' store for him
romantic partner by surprise? (or vice-versa, of course).

This doesn't mean you have to If YQu want to have a celebra-
change your whole persona - it's tion, tell your partner you want to
more about taking the time to put' " have some special time away from
yourself in someone else's shoes' the children to celebrate Valen­
for a moment and do something tine's DliY and goto a moVie, ifthat
that will mean much to them. is something you don't do to-

Planning a special surprise gether very often.

I Survival tips
., Be realistic about not expecting too

, much from anon-romantic partner.

• If you are non-romantic, surprise a
romantic partner by planning a

. Valentine's Day celebration.
.. Simple celebrations are Just as good

as expensive ones.
• Let your partner know If Valentine's
· . Day Is Importanlto you. II can save.~

alot of disappointment later.

Non-romantics need to realise
that it's better for them to lift their
game and rise to the level of being
romantic occasionally, rather than
expect the romantic partner to
come down to their stolid level.
\ New relationships need' some,

open communication about
expectations for Valentine's Day,
because' misunderstandings can
kill a, relationship in the early
stages if not sorted out.

Sometimes the nicest Valen­
tine's Day surprises are the ones
you need to plan' with help rr.~
your partner. , ' ' .. '
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