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besides "I'm worth it" and "I
figure I Wru. have to start spend­
ing some money on myself

" because you're never going to".
And more of that stuff. "

Anyway, as if that weren't
enough to get her dander up,
the latest savings figures
popped up in the news, which
suggest that people roughly
our age should have roughly
saved about $300,000-$400,000.

Well, she nearly blew a
gasket, because on her reckon­
ing that put us roughly
$300,000 to $400,000 behind
most couples our age, which
she considered was a bit rough.

Then I told her this included
the value of our home minus
the mortgage, which appeased
her some, but still She was not

1~u, wt:" Ii liunple pleasures a.:'e
plenty for us. -

We don't much care what l
retirement has in store; just as
long ,as. there, is a comfy arm­
chair involved and a TV,.""and
perhaps a bar fridge of some
description.

If we don't have enough for
an annual trip to the Riviera,
then c'est la vie, or whatever
they say. The Riverina it is
instead.

It makes me wonder what
horrifies her the most; the fact
that we are destined to live a
fairly frugal retirement, or the
concern that she is facing·
another 30 years or more of
watching me lying around the
house In tracky daks.

On second thoughts, I think I
know the answer to that one.

uen c ".u l"t:l11t:moer t;nese were
mighty fine boots.
~··'1od footwear is not a lux­

1 I told him, they are an
iJ... , c:stment. If my feet are hap­
py, then I am happy, I added.

None of which seemed to do
the trick.

Finally, I told him they will
last me a long time. Perhaps
longer than our Iharriage.

I felt like putting them on
and doing a Nancy Sinatra
(these boots were made for
walking, and that's just what
they'll do, and one Ofthese days
these b-oots are gonna walk all
over you) and wondered loudly
whY is that whenever finances
are questioned In households,
it is always women's spending
that gets closest examination.

I admit I raised the matter
when a newspaper report

..,....uklAJ a. ....a.\.i'-'. .1 uu .n::: never
going to change it, so work your
way around it. Budget for it,
the way farmers budget for a
drought.
MAKE a sacrifice: it's no good
coming to the table without
being willing to make some
cuts In your own indulgences.
We would be much more pre­
pared to make some cuts to our
spending if you made the first
move. The new barbecue, the
electric drill - something.
BUY a ticket In Tattslotto.
He's always whining about me
having no hope of winning. But
what's the betting that if my
numbers do come up, he'll be
the first in the queue with his
hand out? So boys, buy your
own ticket. That doubles the..­
family's chances of a Mn,'"
doesn't it?

Hitching up to an optional institution
By HEATHER ROCHE
and JULIE HOUGHTON

Love and marriage, love and marriage
Go together like a horse and carriage

ORNY old songs like this one
often reflect the time in
which they were written. A

couple of generations ago we
would have smiled and mused
that love and marriage should
be inseparable.

Love followed by marriage was
what most young Romeos and
Juliets aspired to, trusting that
their life pattern would neatly
follow this accepted sequence.

In our grandparents' youth, men
were generally the breadwinners.
Women worked until" they were
blessed with the patter of little
feet, whereupon they retired from
the paid workforce and devoted
themselves to the children. That
was the accepted pattern.

Jumping forward to the 21st

century, our take on life and love is
rather different. Today we explore
the whole notion of marriage and
relationships until we know the
theory backwards and sideways.

There always seems to be philo­
sophical discussion about our
roles In life and our relationships.
Added to this, there are so many
options for young people today.

While 30 years ago our main
concern might have been whether
we loved a person enough to marry
them, today it can be more about
the sociological aspect of mar­
riage: if I marry this person, what
sort of life am I committing to?

Today it is the norm for women
to have careers, and many women
In their late 20s and early 30s are
just kicking off their careers, so to
actually make a decision about
marriage and children, is a much
bigger one that it was for their
mothers and grandmothers.

Forty years ago it was a sequen­
tial thing. You took one step at a
time rather than having a check­
list you needed to tick off before

I Survival tips
• Today marriage is one of many

options, not lust the main one It was
30 years ago.

• Be clear about whether It's the
partner or the ramifications of
marriage you are questioning.

• Talk to apre-marriage educator or
do apre-marriage group session to
help sort out your Ideas.

you made the decision to marry.
Back then discussions about mar­
riage were more about how it
might happen. Today any discus­
sion about marriage involves the
words "if" and "when".

Having said that, there are still
young men and women In their 20s
and 30s who meet someone, fall
head over heels in love and no
philosophical musing comes Into

it. They have a gut feeling that
marriage is right for them and they
go for it.

But if you don't have that gut
feeling, it may be that you are still
considering all the options. Or it
may be that you are considering
your other options because you are
not as secure as you would like to
be about the idea of marriage with
your current partner. "

Issues you may want to consider
would be whether you really want
the traditional marriage and
partnership. If you marry, does it
mean you will have children and
perhaps abandon your career for a

. long time?
It is still not easy to have a

partner, a full-on career and chil­
dren. You need to be very con­
fident about your goals, and have a
strong sense of identity to feel you
can make the commitment of
marriage and children.

While not everyone who marries
goes down the reproductive path,
it is still a relatively small per­
centage of permanent partner-

ships that do not involve having
children.

If you are not sure whether
marriage is the right path for you,
it is a good idea to explore your
options more fully. You may like to
do this in a one-to-one situation
with a counsellor experienced in
pre-marital education, or you may
like to take part in a group pre­
marriage education session.

Both ways can help you explore
the options. You can hear them
raised and be clear about what
your decision would entail. Noth­
Ing is guaranteed in this life, but in
the 21st century we like to be fully
Informed before making a decision.

Exploring these issues with
someone experienced In this area
can give you the clarity ~f mind
you need to make these important
life-stage decisions.

Heather Roche Is a counsellor with
Relationships Australia.
Ph: 1300 364 277 or visit
www.relationships.com.au


