
theIr future; she was vicari­
ously reliving her own child­
hood through the feet of her
kids.

I've seen the photos. The
four-year-old with the Shirley
Temple curls, tap shoes gleam­
ing in the sun (or was it the
spotlight?) How she got some
illness on the eve of her big
show, how it all went downhill
from there.

She just thought I was being

could master several ~ci-ance
steps while drinking a stubby
and having a smoke at the same
time. I thought that was fairly
impressive.

Now she says I was always a
lousy dancer and she fears my
children have inherited my bad
dance genes. But I'm not cop­
ping that. We'd be better off
teaching them tennis or motor
maintenance - anything
where they could earn a buck.'

{sing-care-er-Cor iloU;:yeai-old.
But-like many a potential

prot my career was tragi-
cally \;u~ short.

It still brings a tear to my eye,
but I will share the drama with
you. The scene: Channel 9 stu­
dios in Launceston, 1965. A
variety show and I am a proud
member of the Norma McLen­
nan Dance Academy. I am
about to become a star.

A confident youngster, I have

111t::11 l11WI1Y;:; llt::t::U UU rt::uut,;t::

everything to money?
A couple of hundred a ter~

for lessons, a few more dollars
for the outfits. And, of course,
there's the end-of-year concert
and costumes . .. but as I tell
him, at least they will be able to
dance.

And it will be good if two of
the three Brundretts in our
household can achieve that
skill. .

The mysterious language of love
By ROSALIE PATTENDEN
and JULIE HOUGHTON

IN MEDIEVAL times, the aver­
age educated bloke declared his
love for a good-looking sort by

declaring his undying love in poetry.
Seven hundred years on, any

21st-century Juliet who suggested
her Romeo might like to pen a few
flowery words in her honour would
probably get a strange look before
Romeo ran off.

We do have modern eql,livalents
of the medieval language of love, in
many different forms, and the trick
is to recognise when your beloved
is actually saying: "I love you".

Ifyou're fortunate enough to be
the partner of a Sensitive New Age
Male, he probably just comes right
out and says those threatening
three words. Women tend to be
more forthcoming about saying
them to their male partners.

But words are only one form of
the language of love - the old
saying about actions speaking
louder than words is often indica­
tive of how male partners show
their love.

It's not only males. There's a
great song in My Fair Lady called
Show Me, in which Eliza begs her
suitor Freddie to shut up and
"show me" that he loves her.

We actually learn how to say "I
love you" from the families in

which we grow up. Some people do
it with touch or physical affection,
others do it by being emotionally
aware of their partners.

This person might mention that
you're looking tired, so is there
anything he or she can do to help?
That's an expression of love.

For other people, the language
oflove means going off snorkell1ng
together, or working on building a
house or a business - doing an
activity together is their way of
saying "I love you".

Yet another way is by buying
little gifts for each other; or ar­
ranging something the other
would enjoy.

The problem comes when one
partner's language of love is differ­
ent from the other partner's way of
declaring love, and that fact hasn't
been communicated.

Juliet might expect Romeo to
give her a cuddle and make her a
cup of tea when she is tired, and
when he doesn't she feels ne­
glected.

Romeo has noticed how tired
Juliet is looking and thinks the
best way he can express his love
for her and make her feel better is
by disappearing into the kitchen
and cleaning it for her.

He has been using his language
of love, but she has no idea that
cleaning the kitchen was saying, "I
love you".

There are two options. Romeo

and Juliet can be. a little more
perceptive and try and "read" the
other's langulilge of love. Or they
can sit down and talk about what
each partner needs from the other
to express love.

If Juliet doesn't care two hoots
about the messy kitchen when
she's tired but just wants Romeo
to give her a hug and bring her a
cup of tea, she needs to let him

know. And Romeo needs to com­
municate with Juliet about the
things she can do that prove her
love for him.

Everyone assumes that his or
her language of love is the only
way.

We need to educate our partner
about how we express our love,
because they may not recognise it.

Mothers often worry if their

I Survival tips
• Realise that different people have

dlNerent ways of "saying" I love
you.

• Communicate how you want your
partner to express his or her love for
you.

• Be perceptive -If your partner does
something nice for you It is their way
of saying "'love you" without
words~

children marry people who are a
lot older or from a different cul­
ture, because there will inevitably
be big differences to negotiate so
both partners can be happy.

But haV1ng no d1tIerence can be
boring, so having something in
between that's stimulating and
exciting will promote growth in
your relationship.

So stop nagging that he/she
never says "I love you" and start
being a bit creative about your
own special language oflove. Then
everyone is a winner.

Rosalie Pattenden is a senior
counsellor with Relationships
Austral/a. Ph: 1300364 2n or visit
www.relatlonsh/ps.com.au
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