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leave sometruns on tne plate . sne IS not; sure t;nay; ne"=
'for~eitmen;theydo;'lt'be· aff'ord.three courses? .
cr .they havebeen taughtit (c) take a punt on not being

,.:;tlL'l:i~dd"etlq!;letteto.a.(j':~(N L:T" asked, ona.second date, and
;"':;:;"i1"f}nav.e:w:orJtedifout'''Ma::I:QIIIl.': •i" ordert~e .lobst,el'Rny Way?

.. ible to tell the state'· Of. a Loo~ aro\.!Il~ a restaurant the
, relationshf.p by. watching this . next time you are out and take
, . strange IJ?~ting. rttua,l., plaY~g. !i;l'lot!Q~~qf~h:l;!,I).llll1Jl~,q)f,Women

r:' !~~~:~~~~atc~for ;~~-:::;~la~Wa1s~~~11 up option c.

~1ll11!;, UU~,u-\,t~11mcllu,un9 Ult
her ears wa,:'. ,.' gooQSign. ..
Finallywe;;~d somewhere.

The· kicts ··.loved it. Plenty 'of
praw;t1':~r~1:;Isers./5Q~:· ':,t
$d';1£[:'lttlll?;'1i11tl).er"D I

n~~t~~~t~:y&t
silld: ~'Thatwas niee"
.'~Mfufu/~'''Shemu:rm:Ur

irritating habit or whether. hear to be able to. work out these
she n,eeds to change thoseh~bits. dimeulties' in' your relationship,
. WhiCh ro~d you take will depend counselliilg can help. .
on whether a habitcan be changed . It can' help. you' und¢:r"'tand
arid if the partner wishes" to where yourqitfete.nces.are.glilining
change. You won't know unless ., .. '!tom and wItll,~,ij;~f>y:~m.oftencan

youtalkam0ut·it. Ifyou dO~:t s~~~ < ~1ll,ld a way thrOt1~h~~e~;:
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By LINDA HALLEY
and .JULIE HOUGHTON

THE die is cast. OUI Romeo
and Juliet have decided to

. discard the rose-coloured
glasses and move in together.

So now the biggest decision is no
longer "where shall we eat to­
night?" but "whose turn is it to
clean the loo?"

Once they are living together
and see each other warts and all,
the prospect of an early night may
have more. to do with exhaustion
from household chores than "was
it good for you tqq, darliIt,gT' . ..' ,

Any major life changgls going to
require some adjustmerlt: It's au
about' expectations of everyday
living and how you're going to
cope with mundane aspects-ofUfe;

But don't despair - help is at
hand. And it all comes back to that

. C-word - communication.
Let's tak~ hou~~:w.ork", If,pne

person has a passion' for house'
cleaning while the other is a tabu­
lous coo)c and gardener, you might
be able to 'happily allocate the
various household tasks.

If you don't derive spiritual sat­
isfaction from household chores,
you are going to have to sit down
and work out an equitable, stress­
free way of doing housework. If
both partners are working~ it may be
wise to get a cleaner once a week . .

.LiVing together is about seeni:g .
the"mundane as well as glamorous .

t
s1<:teb.. '.of'eachother. It RomeQw!Ui~$;
o e· .... , .. '

mor1ling, is this allr~gh~WitJi,JlJ1iet",·,:,; ;c, ..•....
whois:'up and dressed and'readY .
to.4')it Ch!lPel St for cdtfeeaIid
shopping by lOam? .

You need to work ,out how you
can accommotlatefilach Qtller's i. '.d} .'
different expectations. .

Living together also involves the
issue of personal space. Now that
you,'re together morei do you:need
somespace)irom,.each othe,r?::: ,

. T.\1is is a new road fp;;!J\)oth.
parties, and learning,.tone.gotiate .
effectively is a vital' s:Kill fgljIjappy .'
co-habitation.',:.."

It's easy tbwork 'mit th~'~good
stuff; like where you'll go 'for your' .,
next holiday, but deciding who
should do the vacuuming dMsn't
have the same romance about it. .
Happily,~pe majori~y of people,

get a gre.at .:i;~~,a,t,qfp.l~~lJr,~ trPrn
thejr" live;~:.'teI~t~o~sliip~.,)\ :ne~ ..
lati6iiships Austrlilia sutv.¢y found'
that 92 percent or people in de
facto"relationships were very satis­
fied with their partnerships.

.But what if your partner has
habits you never expected?

Perhaps she likes to read until
one in the morning while he is
snoring by llpm?

Again, communication is the
key. You have to decide whether
YOu" can ·li'tTe wtth,yourpaItner!s

'. ,,'.I.' '.', ; ". ~ ".. '

• Discuss ways to handle household
chores, or employ a cleaner

• Everyone has habits that Irritate a
partner - discuss them to see If
they IlJJn:be mOdlll,ed ..

.•.Keep'Clililmunlcation .Jines open­
effectlv8 negotlallon Isthekey to
hapPyclI·habIUng'·· .: .' . ,

• 'If you'can't work adJustment .
problems ollt on your Qwn, seek ~elp

. ",' , ".~' ·.Ii.~}o- )

Sorile couples Will always strug­
gle'to find a way through their
problems and realise they just

. don't, get on.
., 'E~en iIi' thissituatipn;, the- re­

lationship has given you a valuable
lessonoo inworking out' what went
wrong in a partnership for .which
YClU hall such tQgQ,hope5•.

For most dedicated Romeos and
Juliets, .there are three C-words
that will help them join the happy
92 per cent who relish their live-in
relationship - commitment, com­
munication and consultation.

Linda Halley Isa counsellor With. t.: ;~~
Relationships Australia.
Ph: 1300 364 zn or visit
www.relatlonshlps.com.au


